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September 15, 2016
To:  All Town Clerks and Registrars of Voters

PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS

This memorandum is intended to address the procedures to be used when administering Presidential Ballots during the November 8, 2016 general election.

Eligibility for Presidential Ballots

To be eligible for a Presidential Ballot in Connecticut the individual must: (1) be a United States citizen, (2) be at least 18 years old, (3) be a former resident of Connecticut, and (4) not have had their electoral privileges forfeited because of a disfranchising crime.

To be a former resident of Connecticut the individual must have had a bona fide residence of a town in Connecticut and must have moved from that town less than thirty days before the day of a presidential election and because of that move must be unable to register to vote for the election in his present state of residence.

The individuals must not be registered to vote in any town in Connecticut or in any other state and must not have voted or plan to vote in the election in any other town in Connecticut or in any other state.

There is no requirement that a Presidential Ballot Voter register as a condition of getting a Presidential Ballot.

Presidential Ballot Application

Presidential Ballots are available from the Town Clerk in the Town Clerk’s office during the weeks and days leading up to Election Day.  In addition to the eligibility information above, the applicant will have to supply identification with their Presidential Ballot application.  With each application the applicant must provide either: (1) a current and valid photo identification, or (2) a copy of a recent utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck or other government document that shows the name and address of the voter.

Once received, the clerk must be satisfied that the individual applicant is qualified to vote.  An individual is qualified if such individual meets the eligibility requirements set forth above, including the requirement that their name not appear on the official registry list of the town in which they apply for a Presidential Ballot.

Issuing Presidential Ballots

Former residents of Connecticut may apply for a Presidential Ballot not earlier than 45 days before the election and not later than the close of the polls on Election Day.

The Connecticut General Statutes §9-174 defines the term “close of the polls” as “…the polls shall remain open for voting from six o’clock a.m. until eight o’clock p.m.  No elector shall be permitted to cast his vote after the hour prescribed for the closing of the polls in any election unless such elector is in line at eight o’clock p.m.”  (Emphasis Added).  Although we realize that the town clerk’s office or other designated location is not a “polling place” the law governing Presidential Ballots specifically states that the ballots shall be received not later than the close of the polls.

Although the General Statutes require that Presidential Ballots be issued up until the close of the polls on Election Day (thereby requiring the town clerk’s office to be open until at least eight o’clock p.m.) they do not require the town clerk’s office to be open at the opening of the polls (at six o’clock a.m.).  However, this office would highly recommend that the town clerks in each town seriously consider opening at six o’clock a.m. on Election Day to issue Presidential Ballots.

Finally, it is recommended that each town clerk arrange to have an election official or police office to stand at the end any line that may be formed outside of the town clerk’s office or other location at eight o’clock p.m. which is a similar procedure to that conducted at each polling location.

Ballot Procedures

The town clerk shall prepare and keep an alphabetical list of all persons who applied as presidential or overseas voters, including names, voting addresses, application dates, and serial numbers for return envelopes.

Upon receipt of an application for Presidential Ballot the Town Clerk shall forthwith notify the Registrars of Voters of the applicant’s name, with a notation designating the person as voting for presidential and vice-presidential electors only.  The Clerk may make a copy of the presidential ballot application and forward that to the Registrars as notification.  If the name of a former resident appears on the registry list, the Registrar shall insert the letter “pf” in the margin.  The Registrar shall prepare a list of names and addresses of presidential voters whose names and do not appear on the registry list, for each voting district, which list shall accompany the checklist to be used at such election.  The Registrar of Voters shall ascertain the voting district in which each Presidential Ballot Voter formerly resided and shall apportion the envelopes according to voting district for purposes of counting ballots.  The ballots will then be delivered to the official absentee ballot counters for counting in accordance with the relevant absentee ballot counting procedures.

The Town Clerk shall file each duplicate application or other official information received from another state of a person who has made application to vote at a presidential election, and shall maintain an alphabetical list of such information for 180 days after the election.  The Clerk shall compare each such application with applications made, and after the election, ascertain that any such person has not voted more than once. 

Town Clerks are not required to check a presidential applicant’s name on the statewide voter registry system.  However, the Town Clerk should utilize the last completed registry list provided to them by the Registrar of Voters to ensure that the applicant’s name is not on the list of voters.  An applicant that is registered should be directed to go to their polling place to cast a full ballot.

Location of Casting Presidential Ballots

Presidential ballot applications and ballots shall be returned to: (1) the Town Clerk’s Office or (2) on Election Day such materials can be processed and returned to a location designated by the Town Clerk in a municipal facility.  This location may not be a designated polling location used during the election.  

In addition, the town clerk may appoint one or more presidential ballot assistants to serve at such location.  The town clerk is responsible for training and supervising such presidential ballot assistants.  Any questions regarding the hiring of personnel or the use of such personnel in the town clerk’s office on days other than Election Day should be address at the local level.

