[image: image1.png]SECRETARY OF THE STATE
30 TRINITY STREET
HARTFORD, CT 06106




TO ALL TOWN CLERKS:
            September 15, 2016
Pursuant to Sec. 9-462 of the General Statutes, list of names of duly nominated candidates for state and district offices, including candidates for single-town state representative, to be filled at the state election to be held on November 8, 2016, can be accessed electronically through the Election Management System (EMS).   See attached instructions and link to access EMS.
As required by the statute, the list sets forth the names of major party, minor party and petitioning candidate nominees for state and district offices, as well as for any single-town state representative for your town.  Additionally, the municipal offices, if applicable, are provided as well (Registrar of Voters and for Berlin, Darien and Stamford your additional municipal offices).  This list is to be sent to all applicants for an early absentee ballot.
The list indicates the order in which the party designations and candidates are to appear on your town's ballot.  Further, each office designation, party designation, and candidate's name is to be printed on the ballot exactly as it appears on the enclosed list, with no variations.  The names of major party nominees, minor party nominees and nominating petition candidates are as authorized by them in their filings with us. (In many instances a district number appears just before a candidate’s name; obviously, the number is not part of the name to be printed on the ballot.)

NOTE RE ORDER OF PARTIES:   The list, as stated above, specifies the order of party designations applicable to your particular town.  See Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 9-249a.  The first parties (Democratic, Republican) are listed in descending order according to the number of votes polled for Governor in 2014. For other party designations, some towns' lists will indicate different ballot positions of parties for different portions of town. In the case of a minor or petitioning party running in only a portion of your town, do not include an "empty" row for that party on ballots for the other parts of town. In other words, completely omit such a party's row for any voting district(s) where it has no candidate for any office on that particular ballot. (But: if such a party has a replaceable "vacancy in nomination" due to withdrawal [see below], then include its row!) Do not include any asterisk (*) that may be shown, if any. 

If your ballots require more than seven rows for all parties, plus a row for any write-in candidates, please contact your printer.  It may be necessary to print your ballots in a portrait orientation.

If the term "No Nomination" appears in a party's row on the enclosed list, it means that the specified major party made no nomination and will not have a candidate for that office in the applicable district at the election.  If the term "Vacancy in Nomination" appears in a party's row on the enclosed list, it means that such major or minor party or petitioning group is entitled to nominate and certify a replacement candidate.  The terms "No Nomination" or "Vacancy in Nomination" are NOT to be printed on any ballot and are not to be printed on the list of candidates to be enclosed with blank ballots.  If a party has no candidate for an office on November 8, the appropriate ballot position shall be left blank.

Parties have until October 14, 2016 to fill any “Vacancy in Nomination” positions or to replace any candidates that may yet withdraw.  We will advise you in such situations and send you a revised list.

We have tried to ensure the accuracy of these lists.  However, please examine your list carefully  (before giving it to the printer!) and notify us immediately of any errors (e.g., wrong district, wrong candidate, etc.). Thank you!

We have also included a list of the Judge of Probate candidates for the 2nd and 45th Special Election vacancies for your reference and inclusion on your ballot.

If we can be of further assistance please contact us at (860) 509-6100.

Sincerely yours,

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State

Theodore E. Bromley
Staff Attorney
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