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September 12, 2016
TO ALL TOWN CLERKS:

Re:   Blank Ballots
On September 15, 2016, we will send you a list of candidates under Conn. Gen. Stat. §9-462.  As soon as all nominated candidates and questions to be voted on in your town at the November 8, 2016 state election are known, you must immediately prepare a complete list of candidates and questions for each ballot configuration (for example, each assembly district) in your town.  You may use the September 15, 2016 list as a start.  Be sure to include any local questions as required by Conn. Gen. Stat. §9-369.  You should prominently display the following words on your list:  "THIS IS NOT A BALLOT.  To be counted, all votes must be written in on the Official Blank Absentee Ballot (Election) (ED-81a)."  Please note the following requirements of Conn. Gen. Stat. §9-153f (emphasis added):

"The clerk shall include a complete list of the offices to be voted upon, the number of individuals for which each elector may vote, the nominated candidates, including their party designations, and questions to be voted upon with the ballot."

We suggest that you place the following sentence near the top of your list:  "Unless otherwise indicated, you may vote for only one candidate for each office."

As soon as your list of candidates and questions is complete, you must immediately send a blank ballot set [including (a) such complete list, (b) local question explanatory text and/or summaries, if authorized by the legislative body of your town, and (c) ED-9, ED-11, ED-14, ED-15 and ED-81a] to each of the following persons who has submitted the Federal Post Card Application:  (1) all servicemen, spouses and dependents to whom you have not already sent a blank ballot, and (2) all electors temporarily living (or expecting to be traveling) outside the territorial limits of the United States.  In addition, blank ballot sets must be sent to each qualified person (including any servicemen their spouses and dependents or overseas voters) who has requested an early ballot on the ED-3 Application for an Absentee Ballot.  
Moreover, Form ED-12 may be used to direct an Official Blank Absentee Ballot and a complete list of nominated candidates and questions to an elector or applicant for admission as an elector who (1) is temporarily living outside the United States, or (2) is a member of the armed forces or
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the spouse or dependent living where the member is stationed.  
In the case of persons who have filed a Federal Post Card Application for a prior election event for this year (meaning events in 2016), you are re
quired to provide to that individual an Official Blank Absentee Ballot and a complete list of nominated candidates and questions to be voted on at the coming election even if the individual does not request a ballot for this year.  For the November 8, 2016 election, Official Blank Ballots for military and overseas voters who have applied for an absentee ballot for a prior election event (including the August 9, 2016 primary) MUST be sent out by September 24, 2016.  Thereafter, for any new absentee ballot applications received from military and overseas voters for the period of time between September 25, 2016 and October 7, 2016, an Official Blank Ballot should be sent to such individuals immediately.  If a new absentee ballot application is received from a military or overseas voter after October 7, 2016 a regular absentee ballot set should be sent to such individual as soon as possible.
Finally, under Conn. Gen. Stat. §9-153e, immediately after receiving the September 15th list from this office, you must send the complete list of candidates and questions to everyone who has already been sent a 90-day blank ballot due to military contingencies.  
If you have any questions or if you need more blank ballots (ED-81a), please call us at (860) 509-6100.




Sincerely,


DENISE W. MERRILL

Secretary of the State




By:________________________



Theodore E. Bromley   



Staff Attorney

