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Connecticut General Statutes §9-21a requires the Secretary of the State to search the State of Connecticut’s centralized voter registration records to identify electors who “may” be registered in more than one town.  The secretary may compile from such a search a list of “possible” duplicate registrations in any town or towns and transmit such list to the registrars of voters of the appropriate town or towns.  Upon receipt of such list, the registrars may make such additional investigation as they deem necessary to determine if any elector in their town whose name appears on such list was previously registered in another town.  

Attached to this memo you will find a copy of the relevant section of the Connecticut General Statutes, the necessary form, “Notice of Duplicate Voter Registration” (ED 685), and detailed instructions regarding the procedure to use when investigating and, if applicable, removing such voters from your registry lists.  You should have already received a list of possible duplicate voters for your town via e-mail from our office.

During this duplicate voter registration process it is necessary for both registrars of voters to work in conjunction with one another.  Connecticut General Statutes §9-21a provides that only when both registrars of voters agree that a particular voter was previously registered to vote in another town can such voter’s name be removed from the active registry list of such town.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this procedure please contact us at (860) 509-6100.

In compliance with Connecticut General Statutes §9-21a the Secretary of the State has searched the computerized voter registration records to identify electors who may be registered in more than one town.  As required by statute, we have sent you a list of possible duplicate registrations in your town.  Upon receipt of this list the registrars may make such additional investigation as they deem necessary to determine if any elector in their town whose name appears on such list was previously registered in another town.  The duplicate voter process is discussed in more detail below.

I) The Secretary of the State prepares a list of possible duplicate voters on the active and inactive lists of the State of Connecticut’s Centralized Voter Registration System.  These possible duplicate voters will appear in more than one town on the Centralized Voter Registration System.

II) The Secretary of the State forwards such list to any town that may have possible duplicate voters.

III) Upon receipt of such list, the registrars of voters may make such additional investigation, as they deem necessary to determine whether such voters are in fact duplicate voters.  (It is strongly recommended that the registrars of voters in both towns discuss and investigate any possible duplicate voters to ensure a proper determination will be made.)

IV) If it is determined that a particular voter is in fact a duplicate voter, the registrars of voters of the current town will send the “Notice of Duplicate Voter Registration” (Attached hereto as Form ED 685).  (If the voter does not sign and return form ED 685 within 30 days indicating such voter is entitled to remain on the active voting list of the town that sent the notice, such notice can have the effect of a cancellation.)
V) If the voter does not sign and return form ED 685 within 30 days, and the voter’s name is on the active list, the registrars of voters who sent such notice shall transfer the voter’s name to the “off” list.  

VI) If the voter does not sign and return form ED 685 within 30 days, and the voter’s name is on the inactive list, the registrars of voters who sent such notice shall transfer the voter’s name to the “off” list.

VII) If the voter was on the active list and signs and returns form ED 685 within 30 days, such voter shall remain on the active list.

VIII) If the voter was on the inactive list and signs and returns form ED 685 within 30 days, such voter shall be restored to the active list in such town.

Sec. 9-21a. Search of computerized voter registration records. Duplicate registrations. (a) The Secretary of the State, at such times as the Secretary determines, may cause a search to be made of computerized voter registration records to identify electors who may be registered in more than one town. The Secretary may compile, from such search, a list of possible duplicate registrations in any town or towns and transmit such list to the registrars of voters of the appropriate town or towns.

(b) Upon receipt of such list from the Secretary, the registrars may make such additional investigation as they deem necessary to determine if any elector in their town whose name appears on such list was previously registered in another town. The registrars of voters shall send to each elector on the registry list in their town, who the registrars of voters determine to be the same person who was previously registered in another town, a notice of duplicate registration in a form prescribed by the Secretary of the State stating that (1) based on a computer search of voter registration records it appears that the elector may have been registered to vote in another town before registering in the registrars’ town, (2) as the result of such previous registration, the elector is no longer entitled to remain on the registry list in the previous town, and (3) unless the elector contacts the registrars of voters within thirty days to confirm that the elector is still entitled to be on the registry list in the previous town, the elector’s name shall be removed from the list. The notice of duplicate registration shall include a form on which the elector may confirm that the elector is entitled to be on an active registry list because the elector is a bona fide resident of the registrars’ town and either is not the person whose name appears on the registry list of another town, or has registered in the registrars’ town after registering in any other town.

(c) When an elector whose name appears on the inactive list files the confirmation provided for in this section, the elector’s name shall be restored to the active list. No elector shall be removed from the registry list pursuant to this section unless both registrars of voters agree that such elector has subsequently registered to vote in another town.

